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THE FALL OF MAN. 
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[IO = - ECCLESIASTES. vi 29. une 1 
| c. made man » upright; but they have Hel, qu er 


inventi n. 


Tiger are the words of Shimon: the King e of 

Iſrael; aud appear to be the reſult of much ob- 
ſervation aud experience, Poſſeſſed of ſuperior ta- 
lents, and place 15 the higheſt tation, he reſolved to 
attain the utmoſt degree of wiſdom; but his ſucceſs 
was not equal to this withes. He perceived, however, 


rhe 6 
1418 


the extreme folly of having ſo many wives and con- 


cubines; and ſays, verſe 28. — One man among a 
thouſand have I found; but a woman among all thofe 
have | not found; that is, among his courtiers and 
flatterers, one man, perhaps, among a thouſand he 
found, on whom he could depend; but, not one a- 
mong his thouſand wives and concubines. But 


this only, faith he, have I found—that God made 
man uprights ; but they have ſought out many inven- 


tions.“ This he was ſure of. He had no doubt re- 
ſpecting this ; ; and to this apoſtaſy of man he 1 traces 
up all the evils he ſaw and felt. 

Theſe words repreſent two enn 

"The original, and apoſtate tate of man. 

Firſt, Let us conſider the original Mats of man. | 
God made man upright.” | 
Man, f. gnities the firſt man, Adam vhs Father, _ 


head of all men; in om the whole human race was 


included. God a. him; „formed him out of the 
duſt of the earth; and breathed into his noſtrils the 
| bret 


n 


— 


1 
breath of life,” Gen. ii. 7- God made him upright ; this 


does not mean in his bodily ſtature, but in the frame 


and Jifpoſition” of his mind. God created man in 
his own image, in his own likeneſs.” He was patu- 
rally and -habitually-righteous., His heart was pro- 
perly diſpoſed towards God ; with a love of good, and 


a hatred of evil. The law was not written for him 7 
in tables of ſtone, but it was written upon his heart. 


His mind was endued with true knowledge, (Col. 


iii. 2.) , He knew his maker. He knew his glorious 
36 perfections; tis power, his wiſdom, his holineſs, and 


his goodneſs. He knew his relation to God, his du- 


ty to him, and his dependence on him. He faw the 
glory and goadaels. of Got in his works. He ſtudieck 


them, that he might glorify God in them; hence we 


find him giving names to the creatures, which, in the 
original, hew that he had obſerved thom, and under» 


ſtood their nature. 


His wi was conformed, to the will of God. It 


| had no fuch bias te evil 3s we naw have; but it was 
diſpoſed to comply. with the diving will in all reſpects. 


The afedtons of his ſuul were holy and heavenly. 
He loved God above all, He conſidered him as his 
ſupreme good, and the grand ſource of his happinefs. 


He, loved the creatures for God's fake; and all the 


beauty or ſweetneſs he found in them, led him to a- 


daore and love his God the more. 


In this ſtate, man was truly bleſſed and de 


ble. His mind was calm. His conſcience was eaſy, 


He knew no guilt. He: felt no ſhame, He was a 
ſtranger to fear. No angry paſſions diſturbed his 


»:ſoutzr: His body was free from diſeaſe and pain. He 
econverſed with God, and As as Hann, as 85 
| could many: him. 


Had 


$26 J 


Had he cvnthringd in this ſtate; of uprightneſs for a 
certain time, he would, probably, have been tranſlat- 


ed, without pain or death, to a heavenly ſtate, ſtill hap- 


pier: and all his poſterity would have been confirmed 


in the ſame condition of holineſs and happineſs, with-, 
out the danger of falling, as he did ; for, as it is certain, 


that all mankind, deſcended from Adam, are involved 


in the conſequences of his fall; we may juſtly conclude, 


that had he maintained his integrity, they would all 


have ſhared.in the happy fruit of it. Butalas, though 


« God: made man upright—he hath ſought / out 
many inventions.“ Phe crown is fallen. from his 
head, the glory is departed from him“ This is a 
point which it greatly concerns us to e This is 
one of the firſt principles of our religion, on which 


all the reſt depend. For if man is not at variance 


with his creator, What need of a Madiator? If he be 

not depraved and undone, what neceſſity of a Reſlorer 
and Saviour? If he is not inſaved to ſin, why is he 

redeemed. by Jeſus Chriſt ? If. he is not polluted, why 

muſt he be waſbed in the blood of the Lamb ? If his 5 
foul is not diſordered, what occaſion is there for a di- 
vine Phyſician? | In a word, if he is not bern in fin, 


why is a new. birth ſo neceſſary, that Chriſt ſolemnly: 


declares, without it no man can ** ſee the kingdom of 
G od? et us then attend, in the ſecond Pace, to 5 


Dye preſent apoſtate flate of man. 


Satan, full of hatred to God, gay 3 we * 


pineſs of man, deviſed the method of his deſtruction, 


with infernal cunning. He aſſaulted “ the weaker 
veſſel” firſt”: queſtioned, and then denied the word 
of God; repreſented the command, not to eat of the 
tree, as very ſevere; and the eating of it as quite 
e Yea, as wan e e Ve hall 
not ; 


. 5. 1 

not ſurely die,” faid the devil; though God had ſaid, 
* Ye ſhall ſurely die.“ Thus Eve was deceived, and 
became the unhappy means of ſeducing her huſband. 
Thus both our ficſt parents fell from their original 
ſtate of purity and bliſs; and, as a token of God's 
dreadful dilpledfurky" were baniſhed from che garden 
of Eden. 15940 


But you muſt abſerre; thx in, and by this fall 8 


our firſt parents, all their poſterity likewiſe fell. So, 
St. Paul aſſures us, Rom. v. 12. ** By one man, fir 
entered into the world, and death by fin; and fo 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned:““ 
and again, verſe 15. through the offence of one, 
many are dead :” and again, verſe 18. by the of- 
fence of one, judgment came won all men o con- 
demnation.” | | 
In conſequence of our fall in Adam, our nature is 
wholly corrupt. Our hearts are naturally carnal and 
worldly. We forſake God, the fountain of happi- 
neſs ; and vainly ſtrive to make ourſelves happy in ſin 
and folly ; or, as our text has it“ we have ſought 
out many inventions''—many vain reafonings—many 
fooliſh queſtions and ſpeculations! What are the 
numberleſs inventions of men, but weak and wicked: 
attempts to procure happineſs without God, and con- 
trary to his will. What inventions to pleaſe the i- 
magination ! Hence the loads of novels which burden 
the world, and-are read and relithed far better than 
the word of truth. What inventions to delight the 
eyes! Hence plays, and ſhews, and all the vanity of 
dreſs. What inventions to pleaſe the ear! Hence all 
the charms of muſic, vocal and. inſtrumental. What 
inventions to gratify the taſte + Hence all the art of 
cookery, collecting niceties from every quarter of the 
SR. V. | 3-7 VuVorld. 


1 
world. Of how many may it be ſaid; chat their 
kitchen is their temple, the cook their prieſt, and their 
belly their god. What inventions are there to kill 
time! Short as life is, and we all complain it is fo 
hort, it drags on too flowly for many. Hence the 
various amuſements, bo e playing ar cards, in- 
vented on purpoſe to kill time. Ah! how ſoon will 
theſe murderers of time, wiſh for one of their loſt 
hours, when time with them ſhall be no more. What 
inventions are there to gratify pride! What contri- 
vances to make us look greater and finer than our 
neighbours!” What inventions to become rich and 
great; for this, men ſpend all their ſtrength, andvriſk 
their health and life. What inventions to deceive 
one another, and to appear what we really are not 
But there are worſe inventions (till, in matters of 
religion. What inventions of doctrine ] how many 
teheh, for divine truth, the commandments of men! 
What inventions in the worſhip of God Hence all 
idolatry and fuperſtition; ; hatefal-to God, and hurt- 
ful to man. What inventions as to the way of ac- 
ceptance with God] There is but one true way, and 
that is Chriſt; but inſtead! of this, men have invent- 
ed a thouſand! ways; pretending by their own virtue, 
goddnefs, morality; wocete age _ 2e io recom- 
"OR themſelves to God. 99 2197; e | 
Not to dwell any looger- on * 0 15 imwenti⸗ 
| es let us take a pans view of man in His! fallen 
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See, what FRE veils his mind. Mods 88 
ed and near to the: ſtate of brute deaſts are millions 
cf the human race che Indians of- America, and the 
Blacks of Africa] Vea, even in Europe, which is 

more enlighiened; and in — too; a country 


full 


. 


3 full of churches and bibles; O how. many thouſands 
are in darkneſs and the cles of death] Yes, even 


| many of thoſe who are ſchelars, and wiſe enough in 
0 VWorldly things, know not God, know not themſelves, 
e know not Jeſus Chriſt. How many that ſeem to be 
M religious, worſhip an unknown God,” being igno- 
rant of their fallen ſtate, and therefore i eee of the 
3 ſalvation of the Redeeme. 

at But ignorance is not all. Conſider the eee . 
me mind. The heart is gone from God. It does 
ir „ not like to retain God in its knowledge. How 
d many are ſaying to God, 44 Depart from us, we de- 
ſk ſire not the knowledge of thy ways: and ſay, my 
ve brethren, Is it not ſo with ſome of you? Why elſe 

is it that you do not love prayer? Why do you neg- 

of lect the bible? Why do you break the ſabbath ? - 
ay Why do you take pleaſure in the company of the 
1! | wicked; While you laugh at ſerious people, and true 
all | piety? Vour conſeienee ſometimes ſmites you for this, 
t- for you know they are right, and you are wrong: and 
C- were you on a dying bed, you would gladly: be in their 
nd ſtate. You have an immortal ſoul, which you know muſt 
Ts be ſaved for ever, or loſt for ever, and yet you live as if 
ie, | you had no ſoul at all. And though religion be the 
n- great buſineſs of man, it is the only buſineſs that you 
I | neglect; it is the only buſineſs that you hate to ſee o- 
ti- thers mind. And does not this convince 1 that 
en you are carnal indeed? 3 | 

| Even a child is known by his Fey 3 foot- 
h- iſhneſs is bound up in the heart of a child, Prov. xx. 
ns | 2 xxii. 15. Have you never obſerved! the envy, 
the | pride, and paſſion of little children? They could not 
mi. pen png Ner- from vtherss#! They brought 
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them into'the —_ with them. ＋ They were born in 


ſin. 1 tr 
Look at hang bee The ne of Gin 8 ſa 
were in their nature, ſpring up and grow apace. The e 


bud of vice now begins to blow. See the forward, hi 
raſſi youth, full of pride and ſelf-conceit; deſpiſing his th 


parents, impatient of controul, burſting every bond, gr 
that he may purſue his pleaſures ; and determined to 82 
indulge his luſts, though at the expence of health, ye 


character, and life itſelf. O who can lament; | as it be 
deſerves, the ſhamefu], the worſe than brutal lewdneſs ch 
of both ſexes} This vice awfully prevails; and thoug cl. 
ſome may laugh at it, and thinł it a little ſin, let them ſh 
know, that m een 1 adulterers God will Sa 


judge,” Heb. xiii. 4. 7 ſai 
What ſhall we ſay of Sem 4 Becauſe of ic BO 
_ ſwearing the land mourneth; the ſtreets, the roads, | Le 


the fields, the ale-houſes, ring with the horrid lan- m 
guage of hell. The throat of the ſwearer is © an o- an 

pen ſepulchre, belching forth, in oaths and curſes, to: 
a ſtench more hateful to God, than the ſmell of a hu= 0 
man carcaſe to man. This is ſo common that we al. of 
moſt forget its criminality 3 but what ſaith the law? de 
„Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God | wt 

in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that 
taketh his name in vain.“ Surely this is a fo, which || co! 
above moſt others, ſhews that man is wofully fallen wo 
and wicked; or how could he Pts ay could hs no! 
love, this b e vic? 1; pre 
Time would fail us to ſpeak of a thoukind has K- {ma 

vile which proceed out of the heart. Read the data- for 
logue given by our Sauiour himſelf, Matt. xx. 19. | tifi 

«« Evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications; | fru 
thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemy ; theſe come fortn bot 
from the heart, and they defile the man,” | 
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The ſcriptures abound with teſtimonies to this ſad. 
truth. Read the following, Gen. vi. 5 Aud God 
ſaw. that the wickedneſs of man was great: in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually; and. it repented ; 
the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart. See alſo, Gen. vii. 21. 
*The imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth.“ Read alſo, Job xi. 12. Vain man would: 
be wiſe, though man be born like a wild aſs's colt; and 
chap. xv. I4. What is man, that he ſhould be 
clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he 
ſhould be righteous ? And leſt any ſhould think that 
all people are not ſo bad, and that theſe things are 
ſaid only of openly wicked perſons, obferve what the 
following ſcripture declares, Pfalm xiv. 2, 3. „ The 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children f 
men, to ſee if there were any that did underſtand. 


and ſeek God. They are all: gone aſide; they are all 


together become ne there is none that doeth 


good; no, not one. In a word, fee the true picture 


of fallen man, in Jerem. xvii. 9. The heart is 
deceitful above all in and Wepa nn 2 


Who can know it??? In tit 


Thus then, zankislterkible [bat wfeful: truth, folly 
confirmed. None can deny it, without denying the 
word of God. But if theſe teſtimonies are not e- 
nough, turn your eyes to the ſtate of mankind in this 
preſent evil world; and you will find fad proof that 
man is in à fallen ſtate. Is not * the earth curſed 
for mati's ſak e? and why dothiit bring forth ſo plen- 
tifully; thorns: and. briars, while: uſeful plants, and 
fruit, and grain, cannot be produced without great la- 


bour ? The earth _ nen to us this humbling 


doctrine, 


Co kT 


doctrine, and while man gains his th bread with 


the ſweat of his brow, let bim m mat ſin is the 
fatal cauſe. ts 


Sometimes the, earth; 3s, deluged v with ie 
— At other times it is hardened by exceſſive 


drought. Dreadful peals of thunder ke the, hea- 
vens; fearful flaſhes of lightning fil the Kies. Hor- 


rible earthquakes cleave the ground, and open a ſudden 


graue far thouſands. Burning mountains belch forth 
their deſtructive contents... Tue ſeas, raiſed to fury 


by ſtormy winds, bury. the, poor helpleſs, ſeamen. 
Terrible plagues ſweep away whole cities,in a few 
days. Whabis the language of theſe, fearful, meſſen- 


gers ? —— unite to ſay, daa and Gd 


i cnerr. 


:\Qonfidee: uo, Dios 8 9 wathars i in bringing 


forth their. offspring: the cries, and tears, and Pains, 
and death, of little babes. Think of the various 
fierce and agonizing diſeaſes of mankind. What! is 
the world but a huge hoſpital, ang where almaſt the 


heuſe where there is not one fick ? How many of our 


poor fellow · creatures are pining in poverty, or racked 
with pain, or raving with madneſs. Turn your eyes 
to the dying bed of a fellow mortal. Look at his 
ghaſtly oountenance. See how he! is convulled ; how 


be ſabouts for.life.,, At alt, with a mopraful groan, 


he bids adieu to this wretched world. Behold the 
pale and lifeleſs. corpſe. In a few days, perhaps i in a 


| few hours, it begins to change. Putrefaction ſeizes. 


it, and, the body, once fo dear and pleaſant ; the pa- 
rent, the wife. or the child, muſt be & buried out of 
gur ſight; muſt be conſigned. to the dark, cold, and 
loathſomę grave, to become the Prey c of fordid worms. 
What a terrible proof does al this afford. of but lin- 
ful late! 


[ 11 1 
1 089701 It ITY 7 U 2 


121 att 361 IMPROVEMEN T. > Trav 

And now what ſhall we ſay to theſe thinew?. Ts vhis 
the ſtate of man? How neceſſary is it tliat he ſhould 
know it,” We obſerved, at the beginning, that it is 
one iche Hi principles of our religion; and without 
knowing this, we cannot underſtand the reſt. There 


are three things, the abſolute neceſſity of which, we 


may learn from what has been ſaid, maine TR | 
ton, Repentance, and Regeneration. | | 
3. Redeniption. "God hates fin with infinite abhor- 


| rence. 4 Sin renders” us abominable in his" fi ight. 
= 0s The wages of fin is death.“ He will render in- 


dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, upon 
every foul of man that doeth evil.” How then can 
we eſcape the damnation of hell? Bleſſed be God, he 
hath ſo loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
Son, to be our Redeemer and Saviour. Jefus Chriſt 
has died for ſinners, the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring 
us to God. By his blood reconciliation is made for 
iniquity ; f and by his Spirit bur nature is renewed ; ſo 


that we may be fully reſtored to the favour and i image 


of God. 
2. See alſo the need of Rhede or ſuch a ſight 


| and ſenſe of fin, as leads to godly ſorrow and ſelf-ab- 


hotrence. Alas, how far from this are many, who 


yet call themſelves chriſtians.” Hear the proud phari- 
ſee crying, God, thank thee, that I am not as - 
ther men are ;” or boaſting that he has a good heart, 


and a clear conſcience ; that he does his duty to the 


beſt of his power, and never hurt any body i in all his 


life. This is the wretched cant of poor, ignorant, 
deluded fouls, who kiiow not “ the plague of their 
own heart,” G80 forbid inis ſhould be our caſe, 


Let ” 


4; 12 4 5 


Let us rather, like all the good men we read of in 


ſeripture, confeſs our fins, loathe ourſelves, and repent 


in duft and aſhes. Then ſhall we thankfully receive 
the free mercy and forgiving love of God through Je- 


” Chriſt. 


3+ From hence alſo we learn the neceſſity of Rege- 
neration. If we are born in fin, we muſt be born again, 


80 our Saviour ſolemnly declared to Nicodemus, 


John Mi. 3. e. Verily, verily, ſay unto thee, Ex- 


| cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom 
of God.“ We muſt have a new heart; that is, a 


new diſpdfi ton. of heart; ſuch a change within, as 
may be juſtiy called a new creation. And this is far 


more than the baptiſm ot water. W e,muſt be born 
of water and of the Holy Ghoſt;“ that is, we muſt 
experience the power of the Spirit on our minds, 


which is like that of water on the body, to cleanſe 


and purify it from fin. Water, in baptiſm, is ** the 
outward vilible lign,” but there is alſo, an inward 


and ſpiritual grace, and this is, “ a death unto in, 


and a new birth unto righteouſneſs.“ 


How important then is the knowledge of our fallen 


ſtate! May the Holy Spirit fo bleſs what has now 
been faid concerning it, that, diſcovering the diſeaſe 
of our nature, we may highly prize the great phyſici- 
an of fouls; may lie bow before a holy God in the duſt 
of humilaton ; yet looking up for pardoning mercy, 
and for e, grace, daily to renew us in the ſpi- 
Tit of our minds; till, being made meet for heaven, 
we are admitted into that, bleſſed ſtate, where ſin and 
ſorrow ſhall be known no more; and Where, with all 
the redeemed, we ſhall celebrate our glorious recove- 
ry from the ruins of the fa fall, aſcribing ſalvation to 
God and the Lab, 8 710 * ever. Amen. 


